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Dear ARP friends, 
Happy Friday! Noteworthy in Issue #16: Lots of China in the news, from ARP symposium 
papers to the ongoing debate about how to secure the supply chain, in particular the role 
Huawei will play in 5G deployment. The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense has a 
draft of the defense spending bill, creating some areas to negotiate with the HASC and SASC. 
And some good news (and footstomping) on IT modernization in the federal government. 
Next week, the newsletter will be taking a vacation. We’ll see you again on July 24.  
 
July 10, 2020 
ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #7: Informed Acquisition for an Era of Great Power Competition 
Chinese Influence in Federal DoD Contracting Spend - Strategic Peril for United States? 
E. Cory Yoder (Naval Postgraduate School) 
• Micro-abstract: This paper highlights major shifts in Chinese policy directed at 
infiltrating U.S. defense industries through federal contracting and supply chain 
assimilation and infiltration, and the necessity to enact legislation and regulations to 
prevent it. Seven of the top 20 DoD spend recipient firms are Chinese. Totaling the 
amount of spend with Chinese firms from the 2018 data in the 2019 extraction yields 
more than $92 billion.     Read the Paper and Presentation.        
Beijing’s Innovation Strategy: Threat-informed Acquisition for an Era of Great Power 
Competition 
Emily de La Bruyere (Horizon Advisory) 
• Micro-abstract:  Beijing’s strategic discourse and resource allocations focus on 
deploying rather than developing cutting-edge capabilities. Tailored to a world of 
network-defined interaction, this new paradigm is measured by scale and influence, not 
force and lethality. It de-emphasizes traditional tools and battlefields in favor of 
controlling networks, standards, and platforms.   Read the Paper.      
Panel #10: Lifecycle Impacts of the Emerging Digital Universe 
Investigation of Leading Indicators for Systems Engineering Effectiveness in Model-
Centric Programs 
Donna Rhodes (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
 
• Micro-abstract: Acquisition programs increasingly use model-centric decision-making 
approaches, generating and using digital assets throughout the life cycle.  The research 
investigates adaptation and extension of existing systems engineering leading indicators 
for model-centric programs and how program leaders can use these to proactively 
assess systems engineering effectiveness in model-centric programs.     Read the 
Paper and Presentation.  
 
 
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
 
DoD must modernize infrastructure to support cutting-edge technology research 
JihFen Lei, Defense News 
 
If you’re reading this over the internet, you’re using technology developed by the Department of 
Defense science and technology enterprise. For decades, the DoD has cultivated a wide-
ranging ecosystem of technical professionals, research infrastructure and partnerships that has 
made vast contributions to U.S. national security and economic strength. From microchips to the 
GPS satellites that enabled a revolution in precision warfare, the department’s S&T enterprise 
has been central to creating the security and prosperity our nation enjoys today. 
 
Although technology dominance has long been central to the American way of war, U.S. military 
superiority is increasingly under threat. American adversaries are making rapid technological 
advancements and incorporating them into newly modernized forces. In response, the 
department has been working to aggressively position its S&T enterprise to meet the security 
needs of the 21st century. 
 
Long-term success will require concentration in three fundamental areas: First, we must invest 
for the future while focusing on the present. This requires investing in foundational research that 
will create the next generation of military superiority. Second, we must cultivate a workforce of 
scientists and engineers ready to solve the DoD’s hardest problems. Finally, we must create 
and maintain world-class defense laboratories and research facilities, enabling us to work with 
academic and industrial partners to quickly transition technology into capabilities. Each of these 
elements are critical to nurturing an innovation ecosystem optimized for the department’s needs. 
 
The road to the next great scientific or technological advance starts with basic science and 
research. Basic research is central to the DoD’s long-term competitive strategy to create and 
maintain military superiority for the nation. The DoD has a long history of conducting and 
sponsoring basic research, focusing on understanding how and why things work at a 







Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Army Next-Gen Combat Vehicle Chief Drives Digital Development Strategy 
Loren Thompson, Forbes  
Federal Industry Leaders 2019 (includes Key Contracting Trends and Market Driving 
Forces) 
Bloomberg Government  
Spare Us the F-35 Parts Mismanagement 
Dan Grazier, Project on Government Oversight  
Mitigating the Pitfalls of Technical Evaluations 
Federal Acquisition Institute  
Cancellation of Alliant 2 Small Business caps a rough few months for small firms 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network  
CMMC requirements show up in GSA’s STARS III contract 
Jackson Barnett, Fedscoop 
GSA challenges developers to speed up end-user license agreement reviews 
Dave Nyczepir, Fedscoop 
US government’s Huawei ban moving too fast, contractors say 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
Bath Iron Works lays off some workers during strike 
The Associated Press, Defense News  
 
Events (Upcoming) 
Great Power Competition in the 21st Century Virtual Mini-series 
UC Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation 
July 21, July 28, and July 31 
SITREP Speaker Series: Featuring James "Hondo" Geurts 
United States Navy Memorial 
July 14, 2020  3:00-4:00 pm ET 
Digital Readiness Webcast Series (multiple dates) 
Defense Acquisition University  
Agility Prime Teamup Event (R&D opportunities funded by Small Business Technology 
Transfer contracts) 
July 15 & 16, 2020  
NavalX New Space Grand Opening Event (Alexandria, VA and online) 
July 20-24, 2020 
 
Call for Proposals 
Naval Integration in Contested Environments (NICE) Advanced Naval Technology 
Exercise (ANTX) 
NavalX 
NGA looking to academia and industry to boost research efforts (Broad Agency 
Announcement, Boosting Innovative GEOINT – Research) 
Nathan Strout, C4ISRNET 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
Pentagon issues guidance to contract officers to assess COVID-19 costs and impacts 
Tony Bertuca, Inside Defense 
House panel isn’t giving defense industry all the COVID aid it wants 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
Urgent Acquisition Effort Provides Safe COVID-19 Patient Transport in 95 Days 
C. Todd Lopez, U.S. Department of Defense 
 
Research 
A Primer on US Civil–Military Relations for National Security Practitioners 
Dr. Jessica D. Blankshain, Air University  
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Navy Publishes Leaders' Handbook for COVID Guidance 
Office of the Navy Chief of Information  
Harker takes over as acting Pentagon comptroller 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News  
FBI Opens a New China-Related Counterintelligence Investigation Every 10 Hours, 
Director Says 
Frank Konkel, Nextgov 
Britain may further limit Huawei in 5G, a win for Washington and blow to China 
William Booth, The Washington Post 
Centers of Excellence phase 2 gives HUD a digital transformation booster shot 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
OPM Should Take a Lesson From the Army 
Howard Risher, Government Executive 
Pentagon reform boss on eliminating entire office: ‘This is a guaranteed failure’ 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News  
DIU wants to bring swarming drones to the DOD 
Jackson Barnett, Fedscoop 
 




HAC-D Approves $694.6 Billion FY ‘21 Defense Spending Bill By Voice Vote 
Matthew Beinart, Defense Daily 
House Appropriators Add 12 F-35s, Boost Weapons Spending, But… 
Colin Clark, Breaking Defense  
House Appropriations Bill Includes Funding for Second Virginia-Class Submarine 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
Congress Pumps The Brakes On Navy, Demands Answers From OSD 
Paul McLeary, Breaking Defense  
Measure Requiring Women to Register for Draft Left Out of House Defense Bill 
Patricia Kime, Military.com 
More lawmakers getting on IT modernization bandwagon as House prepares 10th FITARA 
scorecard 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Higher ed leaders warn House committee of financial strain 
J. Edward Moreno, The Hill  
 
Policy Updates  
Procure-to-Pay Standard Operating Procedures for Distributing Receipt Acceptance and 
Electronic Receipt and Processing of Requests for Payment (“Handshake” 5 & 6) 
Defense Pricing and Contracting 
 
 
Read the full newsletter online: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
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